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261445Z 126471 /50 

R 260406Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS STATE 067701 

FOR SCIENCE ATTACHES 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:TGEN, UK, FR, IT, SP, GW, SW 

SUBJECT: U.S./WESTERN EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 
EXCHANGES: HAVE THEY SERIOUSLY DECLINED? 

1 . KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUALS WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT HAVE A COMMON CONCERN THAT DECLINING RESEARCH 
PROJECTS OF U.S. AGENCIES AND MANY WESTERN EUROPEAN COUN- 
TRIES HAVE ADVERSELY AFFECTED U.S./WESTERN EUROPEAN SCIENTI- 
FIC RELATIONS TO THE DETRIMENT OF BOTH. AT A TIME WHEN 
WESTERN EUROPEAN TECHNOLOGY BECOMES EVERMORE SOPHISTICATED 
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AND IMPORTANT TO THE UNITED STATES, THIS POTENTIAL DECLINE 
AND INTERACTION BETWEEN WESTERN EUROPE AND U.S. SCIENTISTS 
COULD BECOME TROUBLESOME. 

2. THE BOARD ON INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGE OF THE 
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL HAS BEGUN A LIMITED PILOT STUDY 
OF INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF RESEARCH SCIENTISTS BETWEEN 
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THE U.S. AND WESTERN EUROPE TO TRY TO GET AT THE FACTS. 

3. THIS IS POTENTIALLY A SERIOUS PROBLEM PROBABLY AMENABLE 
TO REMEDIAL ACTION. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S THOUGHTS 
FROM TECHNICAL AS WELL AS POLITICAL/ECONOMIC VIEWPOINT ON 
THIS GENERAL SITUATION AND SPECIFICALLY: 

A) HOW SERIOUS ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF U.S. GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTION OF R&D MONEY IN YOUR COUNTRY IN RECENT YEARS? 
(IF POSSIBLE CITE SPECIFIC FIGURES) 

B ) WHAT BENEFITS MAY HAVE BEEN MISSED? 

C) HAS THE TWO-WAY FLOW OF SCIENTISTS/TECHNOLOGISTS 
DECREASED TO A POINT THAT EMBASSY SUGGESTS REMEDIAL ACTION? 

D) WHAT IF ANY GOVERNMENT OR PRIVATE REMEDIAL ACTIONS 
MIGHT BE PROPOSED? 

4. REQUEST CABLE RESPONSES TO DEPARTMENT BY MAY 25. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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FOR SCIENCE ATTACHES 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:TGEN, UK, FR, IT, SP, GW, SW 

SUBJECT: U.S./WESTERN EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 
EXCHANGES: HAVE THEY SERIOUSLY DECLINED? 

1 . KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUALS WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT HAVE A COMMON CONCERN THAT DECLINING RESEARCH 
PROJECTS OF U.S. AGENCIES AND MANY WESTERN EUROPEAN COUN- 
TRIES HAVE ADVERSELY AFFECTED U.S./WESTERN EUROPEAN SCIENTI- 
FIC RELATIONS TO THE DETRIMENT OF BOTH. AT A TIME WHEN 
WESTERN EUROPEAN TECHNOLOGY BECOMES EVERMORE SOPHISTICATED 
AND IMPORTANT TO THE UNITED STATES, THIS POTENTIAL DECLINE 
AND INTERACTION BETWEEN WESTERN EUROPE AND U.S. SCIENTISTS 
COULD BECOME TROUBLESOME. 
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2. THE BOARD ON INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGE OF THE 
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL HAS BEGUN A LIMITED PILOT STUDY 
OF INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF RESEARCH SCIENTISTS BETWEEN 
THE U.S. AND WESTERN EUROPE TO TRY TO GET AT THE FACTS. 

3. THIS IS POTENTIALLY A SERIOUS PROBLEM PROBABLY AMENABLE 
TO REMEDIAL ACTION. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S THOUGHTS 
FROM TECHNICAL AS WELL AS POLITICAL/ECONOMIC VIEWPOINT ON 
THIS GENERAL SITUATION AND SPECIFICALLY: 

A) HOW SERIOUS ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF U.S. GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTION OF R&D MONEY IN YOUR COUNTRY IN RECENT YEARS? 
(IF POSSIBLE CITE SPECIFIC FIGURES) 

B ) WHAT BENEFITS MAY HAVE BEEN MISSED? 

C) HAS THE TWO-WAY FLOW OF SCIENTISTS/TECHNOLOGISTS 
DECREASED TO A POINT THAT EMBASSY SUGGESTS REMEDIAL ACTION? 

D) WHAT IF ANY GOVERNMENT OR PRIVATE REMEDIAL ACTIONS 
MIGHT BE PROPOSED? 

4. REQUEST CABLE RESPONSES TO DEPARTMENT BY MAY 25. 
CHRISTOPVER 
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